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THE FRENCH SETTLEES IN IRELAND.-No. 6. 

THE HUGUENOT COLONY AT PORTARLINGTON, IN THE QUEEN'S COUNTY. 

(Continued.^ 



BY SIR ERASMUS D. BORROWES, BART. 



" Le sang des Martyrs avoit ete la semence de nos Eglises ; et n6tre Religion, malgre* les fureurs des guerres, 
les cruantez des persecutions, et les violations frequentes des Edits, sembloit renaitre tonjours, commeuu Phenix 
de ses cendres.*' 



A3 the breeze from the North swept o'er our Southern plains with its invigorating and refreshing 
influence, there reached us in its dying cadences, a sound both solemn and significant, — a voice pro- 
claimed "the memory of the Refugees;" we paused and listened, then words somewhat like these 
fell on our anxionp *>ar 7 and the strain was sweet and touching :— 

" The Kings of old have shrine and tomb, 

In many a minster's haughty gloom; 

And green along the ocean's side, 

The mounds arise where heroes died ; 

But show me on thy flowery breast, 

Earth, where thy hidden martyrs rest." 
We knew a verdant spot thus hallowed ; and, as the pleasures of memory are ever present, as the 
mind recounts the joys, even the sorrows, of youth, so the reminiscences of our early days crowded 
thickly upon us, and we called to remembrance how the first and dearest associations of our 
schoolboy days were interwoven with the French emigrants, ere yet their little city of refuge 
had altogether lost its Gallic aspect, its light become dimmed, its foreign society absorbed, or 
its Athenian* fame abated. Therefore it is, like the minstrel of old, — the master-hand that swept the 
cords, who could not to a cherished theme " so foul so false a recreant prove," as to withold in its 
latest lay the sweet tribute of his feudal song, — so have we essayed this brief sketch, imperfect though 

* The Porfcarlington schools, though far from being so numerous as formerly, still maintain their high character 
for classical education and polite literature* 

VOL. III. E 2 



214 

it be, a free but slender offering, a mite in the Treasury of honor due to the respected memory of the 
unbought dauntless refugee. 

Some few years before the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, an important decree was issued 
bearing date the 28th July, 1681. This proclamation was well calculated to smooth the thorny path 
of the French Refugees ; the Royal voice was heard to herald their approach with honor, and to excite 
the hospitable and generous feeling which welcomed their arrival in England, and which indeed distin- 
guished their advent in every refuge, We find this decree of Council in the Gazette de Londres of Sept. 
1681 ; and how urgently the wound required the balm, the following extract from the same Gazette 
significantly shows. — u Plymouth, 6 Sep r ., 1681. An open boat arrived here yesterday, in which 
were 40 or 50 French Protestants, who resided outside La Rochelle. Four others left with this boat 
one of which is said to have put into Dartmouth, but it is not yet known what became of the other 
three." Many of the Portarlington settlers had experienced the kindness and hospitality of the in- 
habit ants of Exeter and Dartmouth. — The decree sets forth that Letters Patent of denization under the 
Great Seal will be granted to the Refugees free of expense, with power to exercise freely their arts, 
sciences, and commerce, that his Majesty will recommend Parliament in its next Session to pass an 
Act of naturalization, by which they shall enjoy all the advantages of English subjects ; that " all 
officers military and civil, shall receive with honor and kindness all the aggrieved Protestants Jwho 
shall arrive in the ports of the kingdom ; they shall grant them passports gratis, and all kinds of suc- 
cour and assistance to facilitate their arrival at whatever places to which they may wish to retire ; 
and the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury shall give orders to the Commissioners to allow the 
said Protestants to pass freely with their furniture and clothes, of whatever value they may be, their 
instruments, and other things belonging to their trade, arts, looms, &c, generally, and everything 
connected therewith, and that can be brought into the kingdom according to law, without exacting 
any duty on any of those articles. And to succour, aid, and encourage those Protestants that may 
be in want, his Majesty decrees that authority shall be published in the Principality of Wales and 
town of Berwick, to collect the contributions of all charitable and well-disposed persons for the re- 
lief of those Protestants who may be in need. And to the end that all Protestant strangers may 
know on their arrival whom they are to address in order to make known their wants and wishes to 
his Majesty, it has pleased his Majesty to name his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the 
Lord Bishop of London, or one of them, to receive all the demands of the said Protestants, and to 
present them to his Majesty, that the necessary orders may be given." The Duke of Ormond 
favored with 3,11 his power the establishment of French Refugees in Ireland, of which he was viceroy 
under Charles II. In reply to the petition of twelve French clergymen that "his Majesty would 
please to grant them leave to exercise their ministry according the manner as they did in France " 
James II. granted its prayer by Letters Patent, dated 1689. Two of these names refer to ministers 
subsequently settled in Portarlington, viz., Daillon, the first on the list, and Gillet, The total change 
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that afterwards occurred in the conduct of the King towards the Refugees is well known. Several 
Protestant noblemen followed the example of the Duke of Ormond, by encouraging the new colonists. 
As the advent of the Refugees to Ireland approached, besides being cheered and encouraged (as we 
have already noticed) by the countenance and aid of King William and his illustrious com- 
mander De Rouvigny, they received the hearty welcome of the gentry of the country ; and a noble- 
man in the South of Ireland evinced his praiseworthy zeal and generous liberality, by having adver- 
tisements circulated in France offering to the persecuted the most encouraging terms if they would 
colonise his estates in this country. 

In the first year of the reign of Queen Anne the Royal favor was again extended to them, and an 
Act of parliament was passed in England to confirm the Protestant settlement at Portarlington : we 
regret we cannot give the substance of this act, as the title alone is to be found on the statute-book. 
The colony was now in its infancy , and though intervening proprietors had had a brief hold of the dis- 
trict since the rule of the great O'Dempseys, the foreign settlers found it much in its ancient con- 
dition, and somewhat similar to those districts described in the Hamilton and Montgomery papers 
on the settlement of those families in Ulster. The wolf* and the wild cat, the martin and the red 
deer, were beating an orderly retreat ; while the O'Dempseys had bequeathed to their successors, in 
the Irish names inthe immediate district, ('though "inconvenient" to Lord Arlington to pronounce,) 
memorials significant of the wild animals, and indicative of the househotd of an Irish prince. Thus 
we have Kilbracken, the wood of wolves; Ballybrittes, the judge, or Brehon's land ; Ballisabole, the 
poet's land ; Ballyadden, the dower land ; Graighncsky, the fishers' town ; Loghmansland. the 
priest s land ; Ullard, the physician's portion, &c.f In a letter dated 1697, addressed to " the Right 
Hon hie Robert Moleswortb, P.O. and M.P. in England and Ireland, on " the true way to make 
Ireland happy and secure," the writer urges the advantages of encouraging French Protestants ; he 
refers to the vast improvement imparted to the woollen trade by the encouragement given by Queen 
Elizabeth to the Walloons to take shelter in England from the persecutions of the Duke of Alva; and he 
then proceeds to give the following proofs of the vast improvements in Ireland derivable from Protestant 
colonization : — " There is in the North of Ireland an estate which was the Lord Conway's, which the 
Lord Marquis Norman by enjoyed the other day in right of his Lady, but now belongs to Mr. Popham 
Seymour. This estate was formerly purchased by S r . Foulke Conway, uncle to the late Lord, for about 
Five Hundred Pounds. The rent roll of this estate is now about five thousand per annum ; though 
there are many great and profitable leases in it, some worth about Four Hundred Pounds per annum 
clear. The land does not lye upon the sea ; the ground but very indifferent, 'twas altogether a wood, 

* We have seen an order of Cromwell's time *' to send to Grreenhills, near Kilcullen, for the toyles of the wolves. " 
.7 Howel, Alderman of Cork, in a letter dated 1698, writes thus :— *' Wolves indeed we have, and foxes, but these 
are now rather game and diversion, than noxious or hateful." The wolf-hunting implied by Howel terminated 
in 1714, by the death of the last of the race. 

f These translations are taken from Mason's *' Parochial Survey of Ireland.'' 
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as the name of Kilulta (the wood of Ulster) denotes, and yet in the memory of men now living has 
been thus improved by a colony of Yorkshire people, and others brought over and settled here by 
the Lord Conway, and managed by Sir George Rawdon. The same remarke may bo made on the 
neighbouring Country of Clan Hugh Boy or O'Neele's Country, about Belfast and Carrickfergus, 
the former of which towns is the third in Ireland for number of people and trade, and yet grew up to 
what it is from nothing, in the memory of people who lived but t'other day, since Sir Arthur Chichester 
got the estate.' * And in another place — " Ulster, which before could only afford food to the Kernes 
of the country and some military men, from the latter end of Queen Elizabeth's Eeign and the 
Reign of James the 1st. began to thrive, and alter its condition for the better.'' And elsewhere 
— " English colonies improving the lands of Chichester and Conway, and neighbouring places, and the 
concourse of the Scotch from Scotland; these were only the first dawnings oj happiness" — "The 
French Protestants have many men of letters among them, and they are generally remark- 
able for their good breeding and civility. *Tis not to be doubted, then, that they living in towns and 
villages among the ruder Irish will in time help greatly to improve them both in manners and re- 
ligion ; teach them a more human way of living, and thus drive them from that native barbarity 
which has been one great cause of their former rebellion." In regard to the Linen manufacture the 
anticipations of the writer have been fully realised by the French colony at Lisburn. — " This is a 
manufacture in which the French do excel, and therefore Ireland may very reasonably promise 
themselves great advantages by the commencing of the French and their improvement of it." He 
then proceeds to eulogise their gardening. Among the colonists of Portarlington were French 
gardeners, skilled in the cultivation of the luxuriant fruits of the southern provinces of France* With 
the many improvements introduced in the extensive and charming pleasure-grounds and gardens, 
which afforded (as we have already remarked) such recreation to their owners, the " Espalier" was 
an especial favourite, an interesting memento of their abandoned homes, and employed in various 
forms in their adopted refuge. D'Audilly, writing in the 17th century, tells us his countrymen had 
discovered its benefits in its early part : — " The advantage of the new plan of espaliers was soon 
established by its success. By it one sees a wonderful abundance of fruits quite suddenly in districts 
where they were previously rare, and to which it was necessary to bring them from remote provinces. 
By this process they now have in France fruits which required a warmer climate than ours to ripen, 
and they can collect on one wall the different productions of various climates. We are no longer 
obliged to go to Touraine for the Bon- Chretien, to Burgundy for the Amadotte, to Poitou for the 
Portail, to Anjoufor the Sainte Lezin : all grow with us at present ; and the environs of Paris furnish 
them all in abundance, which all the other cantons possess only separately and in detail. " C'est 
ce que nous appellons aujourd'hui, palisser a la longue." We have still in Portarlington the venerable 
remains of the French pear-trees; and some thirty years ago we recollect being told by a lady of the 
colony, the descendant of a Chevalier from Poitou, that having supplied her own wants from two 
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French pear-trees, she sold the residue of the fruit from these two trees to a Dublin fruiterer for 
£3. The writer of the letter to Molesworth combats the alleged poverty of the Refugee's purse by 
estimating the intrinsic value of the man: — " People are wealth, and have rates set upon them • the 
value of people in England, one with another, some have computed to be seven pounds a head • in 
Ireland I account the value of such Protestants as the French are (for I do make a difference) to be 
much greater ; because in Ireland you are not only to value them as people who improve the coun- 
try, but as souldiers also who are to secure you and your interest. You may therefore (and 'twill be 
but an ordinary civility to do so) set as great a rate on them as we usually do on slaves and negroes 
viz., £15 one with another ; men being sold for £25, and children at £5 each, the mean rate is £15." 
He then proposes that registers should be kept in each province, in which are to be inserted the dif- 
ferent kinds and degrees of encouragement the landed proprietors may be willing to tender to the 
Refugees ; the registry book for Ulster, he adds, " need not be large, because foreigners will have 
little or no encouragement in this Province, which is indifferent full of people already . v 

Such a country as Ireland, from the extraordinary abundance of its produce, and cheapness of all 
kinds of work, was well suited to the diminished resources of its new colonists. While the French 
settlement in Portarlington was yet in its infancy, the English parliament passed an Act empowering 
it to resume the forfeited estates granted by Wm. III. This event at first gave a stunning blow 
to the gallant emigrants j it came over the Refuge like a dark cloud, blighting the prospect of ease 
and retirement for the remainder of their days, which they fondly hoped had succeeded the direful 
scenes and painful vicissitudes of their past lives. The author of a pamphlet entitled " Jus Regium, 
or the King's right to grant Forfeitures, 1700." thus notices the calamity so much apprehended by 
the colonists : — " Having entered on this melancholy subject, I can't but take notice of the deplorable 
condition of the poor French Protestants at Portarlington, which is part of the Lord Gralway's grant. 
Those poor people, by the encouragement they had from the compassion and goodness of that Lord, 
built about one hundred and thirty neat tenements in that place, which must now become the habi- 
tations of Irish papists, since they are the people who (whatever they pay) will promise the greatest 
rent to the new purchaser. If neither the services of that noble person in Piedmont and Ireland, 
nor his piety towards his distressed countrymen, nor the greatness of his title, and the smallness of 
the fortune he has to support it, will seem motives sufficient to restore him to his estate, which he is 
deprived of by the Resumption \ it must seem a very extraordinary hardship, to people who have any 
bowels of compassion, to see such a number of miserable people, who were a long time afflicted with 
severe persecution, find such treatment in a country to which they fled for refuge." About this 
time, the Trustees for the sale of the forfeited estates in Ireland, in their second report, laid before 
parliament the condition of the colonists, and the following petition was presented : — " To .the 
honourable the Knights &c, in Parliament assembled. The case of the distressed Refugees settled 
in and near Portarlington, in the Queen's County y Ireland. That, in the Report made to the Ho- 
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nourable the Commons of England, last summer, by the Trustees appointed to all the Forfeited Es- 
tates in Ireland, it is set forth in the words following ; paragraph 29 : — 

We presume humbly to lay before your Honours one further object of compassion. There are about 150 families, 
English and French Protestants, planted in the lands of Portarlington, the forfeiture of the late Sir Patrick Trant, 
who have laid out their whole substance in purchasing small leases now in being ; which lands were part of the 
grant of the Right Hon ble the Earl of Galway, who hath thereon erected an English and French chureh and two 
schools, and endowed them with pensions amounting to near £100 per ann., which hath been constantly paid till 
the said lands were vested in us. That afterwards, viz. 7th May last, the said Trustees in answer to a question put 
to them by the said House, further reported, as folio weth, viz :— 

Mr. Speaker You lay before the House the miserable condition of the French Protestants ; and whether you have 

anything further to say to that. 

Trustees.— The whole value of these is but little ; I believe few of the leases themselves are above £20 a year, and 
the whole value of all is not above £500 that would come to the Publick. 

To which the said Distressed Refugees do in most Humble manner crave leave to add, that if they be not relieved 
by the Clemency and Compassion of this Honourable House, their case will be unspeakably miserable, and there- 
fore they would Humbly Beseech your Honours, that they may be allowed a clause in some Bill for confirming such 
Leases as they have, of any part of the lands or tenements in or near Portarlington, which were forfeited by the 
attainder of Sir Patrick Trant ; or that they may be relieved in such other manner as to your Honours may seem 
meet." 

The storm past harmless over the heads of the gallant colonists, and as, of old, the significant 
symbol on the door-ways turned aside the sword of the destroying angel, so the sufferings and sorrows 
of the Refugees were to the senate the signal of forbearance ; they were confirmed in the safety and 
security of their new possessions, their houses increased, their undertakings prospered, and the town 
became singularly eminent. In 1703 the Hollow Sword Blade Company* of London purchased from 
the Government, at the sale held in Dublin, at Chichester House, 8,312 acres surrounding Portar- 
lington, for which, with other lands in the barony of Portnahinch, they paid ,£28,422, and <£536 to 
Sir Patrick Trant. 

The establishment and exercise of their religion became, if possible, more endeared to the hearts 
of the Refugees from the losses, vicissitudes, and trials, they had endured for its maintenance ; 
hence we find the Consistory in operation in 1694, and their church erected in 1696. Immediately 
after their settlement, the establishment of an Ecclesiastical Registry became an object of especial 
attention ; many of the high-sounding names enrolled in this volume, which is still extant, recall to 
mind the Anglo-Norman period, the Roll of Battle Abbey, (a higher Record enrols the martyrs' names,) 

* This corporation is described in their leases as '* the Governor and Company for making Hollow Sword blades 
in England, ' and were commonly called "the Hollow Blades." The name arose from their manufacture of swords 
having hollow backs, in which quicksilver was placed, which, by its descent, gave impetus to the blow. Their 
lease, now before us, is signed "By order of the Court of Assistants, Alex. Mee, Secy." They had several agents in 
Ireland, who at the above sale made large purchases in several counties. [One of their purchases was in the 
county of Antrim — Edit.] 
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and the best and Drightest days of the feudal chivalry of France. The cruel havoc of the dragon- 
ade, and the exterminating torrent of the persecution had told how 
" The noble blood of Gothic name, 
Heroes emblazoned high to fame, 

In long array ; 
How in the onward course of time, 
The landmarks of that race sublime 
Were swept away." 
The records of their names, families, and the localities in France whence emigrated these interesting 
strangers, have been carefully preserved in the Portarlington books ; and happily it is so, for in their 
native land 

" The still sad glory of their name 
Hallows no mountain into flame ; 
No, not a tree the record bears 
Of their deep thoughts and lonely prayers. 
So let it be ! like him whose clay 
Deep buried by his Maker lay ; 
They sleep in secret, but their sod, 
Unknown to man, is marked by God." 



THE REGISTER OP PORTARLINGTON. 



The first volume of the register still wears the coarse and primitive brown paper cover, in which 
it was originally invested by its foreign guardians, 161 years since ; one side bears the following in- 
scription in large capitals :— LIVR...DES. BAPT...MAMAG...ET, ENTEREMEN...1694. 
The first page is thus written : — 

"Registre contenant Lea Baptesmes, Les Mariages, and Les Sep des Protestans francois de L'Eglise Reformee 

qui s'assemble en la Ville de Portarlington dans le comte de La Reine En Vertu de L'acte pass<5 au Parlement tenu 
dans La Ville de Dublin Le 5 me d'Octobre, 1692, en La 4me Annee du Regne de leurs Majestes Le Roy Guillaume 
et La Reine Marie, en La presence de Son Excellence Monseigneur Henry Vicomte Sidney, Viceroy et Gouverneur 
General dlrlande." 

Then follows in a more modern writing: — 

'• Pasteurs de l'Eglise Francoise de Portarlington. 



Depuis 1694 

5 Oct™ 1696 

1 De<ye 1696 
15 May 1698 

26Juin 1698 
3 Oct* 1702 
UAugt 1729 
16Feb ,e 1739-40 

2 Sep- 1767 
Jan. 1793 

1817 
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jusquen 



1696 Gillet.* \ , 

Bellaquier. 
1638 GiKet. 
1698 Darassus. 

Ducasse. 
1702 Daillon b ' 
1729 Bonneval.c] > 
1739 Desvories, g 
1767 Calliard.d \ g- 
1743 DesVoceux g 
1817 Vignoles J ? 

Charles Vignoles. 



From 1803 to 1817, a Swiss clergyman named Rcbillet was employed as assistant chaplain, when 

the performance of the service in the French language terminated. — The first page is thus inscribed. 

"Nostre ayde soit au nom de Dieu qui a fait le Ciel et la Terre.— Amen." 

Among the records on this page is the following : — 

" Manage du Jeudy 20 rae Septembre 1694. Cejourd'huy apres La troisieme proclamation publique qui s'est faite 
pendant trois dimanches consecutifs a l'heure de V assemble sans qu'il y ait eu nulle opposition : A ete benit pub- 
quement, et a La face de toute L'Eglise, Le mariage du Sieur Pierre Le Maignan Marechal des Logis au Regi- 
ment de Galway, fitz de feu Pierre Le Maignan Vivant Marchand drappier demeurant a Conde sur...pays de Nor- 
mandie, et Demoiselle Isabeau Fournier ses Pere et Mere d'une part, Avec Demoiselle Jeanne Jaqueau fille du 
Sieur Isaac Jaqueau officier de Marine, demeurant en L'Isle d'Oleron Province de Saintonge en France, et De- 
moiselle Judith Veron ees Pere et Mere d'autre part ; Etant signe Le present acte avec leurs amys ainsy que nous 
ministre et anciens du Consistoire. J. Grillet, past 1 ". Pr. Maignan. Jeanne Jaqueau. Charles De Bures Bethen- 
court, ancien, Proisy D'Eppe, ancien. D'Aunis. De Choisy." 

The following is a registry of burial : — 

"DuDimanche2 me Decembre 1694 Sepulture~Le Vendredy20Novenbre,1694, surlesdeuxou troisheures dumatin, 
est morte en La foy du Seigneur, et dans L'Esperance de la glorieuse resurrection dans La Ville de Portarlington au 
Comte de La Keine, Dame Anne Miffaut, femme de Charles De Bures Ecuyer Sieur De Bethencourt, Capitainepension- 
naire de leur Majestes : dont Fame estant allee a Dieu le corps a ete enterrc, Le premier du present mois dans Le 
cimetiere de Lea, paroisse du dit Lieu en plein jour a trois heures apres midy, suivant La discipline etLa forme an- 
cienne et ordinaire de nos Eglises de France ; ce que le dit Sieur De Bethencourt a signe" avec quelques uns des 
assistans a le dit enterrement, et nous anciens du Consistoire, Les Jours &c. susdits. Charles De Bures Bethen- 
court, ancien. Proisy D'Eppe, ancien.. Michel De Bures Sailly. Du Petit Bosc. J. Baucher, ancien. Claude Guiot, 
ancien." 

The next show3 the form of registering baptism : — 

''Du Dimanche 31 Mars, 1695, Baptesme. Cejourd'huy sur Les deux heures du matin sont nes un fitz et une 
fille a Isaac Serre et a Jeanne Ponset sa femme, qui ont ete presented ce mdme Jour au Baptesme, Scavoir, le fitz 



» Gillct ; probably one of the same family as is men- 
tioned in the account of the French settlement at Lis- 
burn, in this Journal, vol. 2, p. 174. 

b Daillon was one of the noble family of Du Lude. An 
individual of the name, Benjamin de Daillon, was pastor 
of the French Church at Catterlough (Carlow) in Ire- 
land, and died in 1709. [JUaaff.] 



*Bonneval was the name of a Protestant branch of the 
noble family of D'Agoult, which lost the estates of Pinet 
and Chastelard, in Provence, in consequence of having 
embraced the reformed faith. — [Ibid*'] 

d Caspar de Caillard was French pastor in Dublin, and 
published sermons there in 1728.— [Ibid] 
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parMessire David de Proisy, chevalier, Seigneur Chastelain, D'Eppe, parrain ; e.t par Dame Anne de Vivefoy du 
Petit Bosc ; et La fille par M* Caesar De Choisy, et Dame Angelique Boisbelland D'Aunis; et nom leur a este 
impose, Syavoir, David au fitz, et Jeanne a la fille, par nous, J. Gillet, ministre Isaac Serre. Proisy D'Eppe. De 
Choisy, Anne de Vivefoy Petit Bosc, Maraine. Angelique, B. D'Aunis, Maraine." 

"Du Dimanche 6 me Jour d'Octobre, 1695, Baptesme, Le Vendredy 4me j 0U r d'Octobre, meme mois et an, Sur Les 
9 heures du soir est ne un fitz a Messire Daniel Le Grand, Chevalier, Seigneur du Petit Bosc, Lieutenant Colonel, 
et a Dame Anne de Vivefoy son Epouse qui a ete cejourdhuy presente au Baptesme par Charles De Bures, Escuyer, 
Seigr de Bethencourt, Capitaine, Parrain, Et par Demoiselle Gabrielle D'Ully fille de M r Le Vicomte de Laval, re- 
presents t Demoiselle Catherine Charlotte de La Goupillere, fille de feu Monsieur Le Baron de Dolton, Maraine ; 
et nom Luy a ete impose Charles Gaspar par nous, J. Gillet, ministre," &c. 

The next page shows the baptism of Daniel David De Laval son of 

"Messire Henry Robert D'Ully, chevalier, Seigneur Viconte De Laval, et Dame Magdeleine de Schelandre sa 
femme. " 

Then follows the baptism of the son of "Le noble Homme Louys Le Blanc, * Sieur de Perce, 
Capitaine pensionne, et Dame Marie Pistard son Eponse." Lonys Le Blanc is the only name in the 
register styled a noble Homme," which is the same as the term " gentleman" with us. He is thus de- 
scribed evidently to distinguish him from another family which bore the same name, viz., u Claude Le 
Blanc, boucher a Portarlinton," 1699. Both families suffered severe persecution. In noticing this 
subject, though painful it may be to raise the veil and disclose the wounds of the gallant and endur- 
ing soldiers of the Cross ; nevertheless respect, love, justice to their undying memory, and to their 
glorious and exalted example, demand the portraiture of some of those sad scenes which furnish the 
unerring test of the indomitable spirit, unshaken courage, and steadfast faith with which they braved 
the extremes of cruelty, indignity, and insult, in maintaining the dictates of their conscience and the 
purity of their creed. — In ecclesiastical dignity and eloquence as a preacher the name of Jacques 
Abbadie claims precedence. f Having been driven from France a few years previous to the Revoca- 
tion, Abbadie, with many others of his distinguished countrymen, availed himself of the encourage- 
ment and welcome extended to the Refugees at the court of Brandenburg by the Elector, Frederick 
William : descended from a noble family in Bearn, he acquired at an early age a remarkable know- 
ledge of theology, and took a doctor's degree when in his eighteenth year. Count de Beauveau, 
master of the horse, having induced him to reside at Berlin, he became attached to the rising church 
in that city, and soon enjoyed the favourable opinion of the Elector, whose panegyric eloquently 
written by Abadie became known at the Courts of Europe, and aided the fame and the success of 
Frederick William. About this time his " Treatise on the Truth of the Christian Religion" added 
considerably to the literary celebrity of this eminent divine, and excited the admiration of the great 

* Tostein Le Blanc bore the standard of the Conqueror at the battle of Hastings, 
t Abbadie was born at Nay, a small town of Bearn, and the expense of his education was defrayed by the chief 
after studying at Puylaurens, and Saumur, took his de- churchmen of the province. The last years of his life 
gree at the academy of Sedan. It is stated in his bio- were passed in England and Holland.— [Hang.] 
graphy that the indigence of his parents was such that 
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and learned scavans of the day, including Bayle, Rabutin, Madame De Sevigne, &c, who were elo- 
quent in praise of its author. This work was dedicated to the Mark-Grave of Brandenburg. It is 
to be found in Marsh's library, with the following note on its fly leaf — " Don de l'auteur. Bouhereau." 
Soon after the publication of this master-piece, Abbadie brought out his " Treatise on the Divinity 
of Jesus Christ," and "Idea of a good Pastor," &c. After the death of the great Elector, Marshal 
Schomberg, who had conceived the warmest friendship for Abbadie on the occasion of his visit to 
Berlin, induced him to accompany him to Ireland, and he was present when the great commander 
fell at the Boyne, He had exercised his able pen in the service of King William, and was appointed 
Dean of Killaloe in 1699. The deanery of St. Patrick's would have been given to him had not a 
want of facility in the English language incapacitated him for a dignity so elevated and active. He 
continued Dean of Killaloe until 1727. He had also been minister to the Savoy church in London. 
Abbadie resided occasionally in Portarlington, naturally preferring the refined society of his 
countrymen, civil, military, and ecclesiastical, all more or less distinguished, to the solitude and se- 
clusion inseparable in that day from the residence of a French Refugee on the remote banks of 
Lough Dearg and the wilds of Clare. 

In the Portarlington register he is styled " doyen de Cilalou ;" he died in 1727. 

J. G-illet, the first minister of the French church in Portarlington, had previously served the 
chapel De la Tremblade, and the church in Crispin St., London, and was married in the latter, in 
1701, to Jeanne Mestre. — In reference to the two families of Le Blanc, it appears that Theodore Le 
Blanc was minister of La Rochelle, and afterwards chaplain to the Queen Dowager of Denmark, and 
was probably of the same stock as Louis Le Blanc, " noble homme ;'* he with other clergymen was 
declared attainted, and convicted, for having received into their church Marie Gautier, a " relapse," and 
Renee de la Serre, contrary to the decrees of the Council of State. These names occur constantly 
in the Portarlington registries. Le Blanc and his brother clergymen were condemned to be led by 
the executioner with ropes round their necks, naked, except their shirts, to the entrance of the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral of La Rochelle ; holding in their hands flaming torches of two pounds, and, being 
on their knees, were to declare that it was through their mistake of the decree of the king that they 
received the said Gautier, that they repented, and asked pardon of God, the King, and Justice. 
They were to be banished for ever from the kingdom, and their property to be confiscated.* 

From alistof some of the persecuted in France we extract the following names, which constantly occur 
in the Portarlington registries. They were principally the victims of the relentless Marillac, the 
scourge of Saintonge and Poitou. 

" Jeanne Micheau, veuve, agee de 72 ans. Jean Micheau. Jean Broussard Pillot. Marie Guillon. Noirt et 

environs. Caillard de St Maixant. Lusignan Canche. Les freres, Micheau, fermiers. En Saintonge et Aunix 

par L'Intendant De Meux, Micheaus, Les Villcneaux, Jeanne Gautier prisounier a La Rochelle, Mercier d°. La 

♦Decree of the Court of Parliament of Paris, 18th January, 1685. 
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veuve la Brousse et sa fille, indignitez qui n'expriment point, De Largere et sa femme, gentils homm, prisons af, 

freuses. Angoumois, Champlorier, vole par paisan habille en dragon. Anjou et environs, Pierra Gautier et sa 

femme; lamemefumezetbrulez. Poitou, Jacques Guerin, laboureur, pendu. Louis Billonard, medecin. Guyenne, 
Dame De S* Germain de Lus, sa maison demolie, et les bois conpez. La Dame De Virazel succomb^e. Brassard, 
ministre a Montauban pris par les Algeriens. Cevennea, Manuel De la Salle, pendu. Metz. Chevenix, conseiller. 

La D Ue Du Clos. Normandie, Hamon, Marchand a Rouen et sa famille. Bretagne, Bel Grieat et sa femme. 

Bergerac, La D Ue La Serre. De Virazel, conseiller a Bourd. Montauban,...Beauchamp. D° La D 1 '* 3 Be Bel- 

castel, deux doigts coupez. D° De Castelfrance, gentilhomme. Brie, David De Proist d'Epe. Do Vicomte De 

Laval. Guyenne, ...David, me*decin a Monflanguin. Do De Labat, habitant de Clairac, meurf dans les fatigues des 

logemens. Montauban La Grange, gentilhomme, cachez quinze mois. Provence, D" es Gautier. D D Ue Freau. 

D u Nicholas Porcher, sa maison abbattue. Saintonge, Pierre Gautier, D° Isaac Guerin Sieur De la Loge, mort en 
prison. Perche Le Fevre, marchant. Bourgogne, Le Fevre, avocat. Isaac Le Fevre, prisonnier. 

Of the Portarlington families who suffered as staves on board the gallies were the following 
members : — 

"Sur La Hardie, Antoine Mercier, Luzernois. Pierre Boyer. Sur La Belle, Jean Billonard. Sur La Galante, 
Jean Durand. Sur La Porte, Pierre Allix. Sur La Grande. Frangois Sabattier. Sur La Victoire* Pierre Blanc. Sur 
L'Ambitieuse, Jacques Blanc. Sur L'Heureuse, Pierre Blanc." In other gallies not named were Pierre, David, 
and Jean DeSerres, of Montauban, Anthoine Durand, Pierre and David Mercier, and Pierre Nicolas. 

Among some half dozen families, remnants of the French, still living in Portarlington, are the 
" Blongs ;" the rapidly fading memory of the gallant refugees, and the oblivion of everything French, 
having entailed on the original name this corrupted form : the Christian names however, of the gallant 
martyrs of the galley being transmitted from one generation to another with most religious accuracy. 
With similar precision the trade, said to be most hereditary, that of butcher, has been taught by 
father to son in the same town for at least 155 years ; for the name of " Claude Blanc, boucher" is 
found in the register in 1699. The following bill, furnished to a lady of rank, the widow of 
a French field ofiicer, shows the continuation of the trade; and the price of meat in 1743 :— 

"Feb. 23, 21 pound of beef, 3s. 6d. ; a Q*. of Lawm, Is. 7J-d. ; a koofs head, lOd ; a...5d ; 7 
pound of beef, lOJd; 3 pound of beef, 6d; 21 pound of beef, 3s. 6d. ; 8 pound of beef, Is; a 
brest of wail, Is. 3d. Peter Blong.*' 

The receipt of Peter Blong, and his signature, in orthography and penmanship are quite of a 
superior order to the bill, which bears the date of 28th April, 1743. A descendant of this family 
now flourishes successfully in the town as butcher, salesmaster, &c. ; and we may here mention the 
singular fact, that our own foreign ancestors in the maternal line, and ourselves for a period of 150 
years to the present day, have purchased our rounds and sirloins from the well-stored stalls of these 
hereditary French Knights of the Cleaver. 

The Micheaus, who are described above as "fermiers," were tenants of the French estates of the 
Robillard family, Seigneurs De Champagne, &c. ; we find their names on the rentroll of the Cheva- 
lier De Champagne : from their frequent recurrence, they are thus distinguished by a sobriquet as cus- 
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tomary also among Irish tenantry : — " Jean Micheau, dit gros Jean ; Jean Micheau, fils de Sanson/' &c. 
It is a remarkable coincidence, that they again held land from the Champagnes, in the neighbourhood 
of Portarlington, and were appointed Portreeves of the borough, where their old French landlords were 
for many years sovereigns. " Louise Micheau, wife of Jean Couturier, of Mauze, was violently 
insulted (outragee) by the police who lodged in her house at discretion ; they broke sundry articles, 
and took her husband prisoner to Rochfort, with Cujau and Tavers, for not having changed."! A 
member of the family of Micheau is now sexton of the ci-devant the French Church in Portarlington. — 
A name of martial renown now presents itself, of especial interest at the present moment, and full of 
hope of adding another laurel wreath to the glory of our gallant French allies ; need we name the 
name of " Pellissier I" As in the present day, so of old, we find it connected with war, and the in- 
dividual who bore it held military posts of importance. The register records the marriage, in 1698, 
of " Abel Pelissier cy-devant mareschal des logis, et Aide maior du Regt de Galuuai, fils d'Abel 
Pelissier et d'Anne Nicolas de la ville de Castres, prouince de Languedoc d'une part, et de Marie de 
Choisy, fille de Caesar de Choisy et defeu Marie Gilbert de Chef boutonne prouince de Poitou d'autre 
part" &q., signed " Pellissier. Marie de Choisy. De Choisy. Benjamin De Daillon, ministre. Du 
Petit Bosc, ancien; Laval, ancien; ProisyD'Eppe. ancien; Billonard, ancien." — Benjamin De Daillon, 
" Escuyer, Sieur de la Levrie," who succeeded to the Portarlington church in 1698, had become dis- 
tinguished in France, prior to his emigration. He had been minister of the Church of La Roche- 
foucauld, in Augoumois. He states in his remonstrance on the sentence subsequently passed on 
him, that the Cure and Carmelites of that town had long formed the design to interrupt the exercise 
of the reformed religion in Daillon's church, and made many efforts to accomplish their purpose ; that 
they pretended, on the ground of some ancient titles which they had falsified, that the spot on which 
his church was built belonged to them, that the closk erected in his church was taken from their 
place of worship, that he had placed it above the cross, and that the building was altogether too near 
to them. The Sieur de la Levrie rebuts the charges, but is nevertheless sentenced by " le Lieutenant 
criminel" to discontinue his ministerial office, to be banished from the province of Angoumois for nine 
years, the consistory of La Rochefoucauld to be suppressed, the exercise of the reformed religion 
to be interdicted for ever in the said town, the church to be demolished within one month by its 
own members, which if not done within that time, it is to be pulled down at their own expense, and the 
said Daillon and elders of the church to be fined in the sum of 3,000 livres. In April 1685, Daillon 
was a prisoner in the Conciergerie of Paris. In 168S he was minister of the church de la Patente, 
in Spitalfields, London ; and in the same year he published at Amsterdam, in 2 vols., a work entitled 
" Examen du principal pretexte de l'oppression des reform es en France." — In our list of " persecutez," 
the name of Francois Sabatier merits special notice. In 1695, before Portarlington had sufficient 

t MS. Memoires d'Aunix, Sept. 1681, 
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extent to accommodate the refugees, John Sabatier, with many others of his countrymen resided at 
Lea, one mile from the new town, the ancient village and its venerable castle still contending for the 
mastery, and welcoming with the temporary shelter of their declining days these interesting emi- 
grants from a foreign land. Now all. there is ruin and desolation. — 
" Along thy glades a solitary guest, 

The hollow-sounding bittern builds its nest, 

Amidst thy desert walks the lapwing flies, 

And tires their echoes with unvaried cries ; 

Sunk are thy bowels in shapeless ruin all, 

And the long grass o'ertops the mouldering wall." 
In the early part of the last century Margaret Sabatier enjoyed from the government a pension of 
£36 10s. a year. " John Bion sometime Priest and Curate of the parish of Ursy, in Burgundy, and 
Chaplain to the Superbe galley in the French service," gives the following account of the sufferings 
of Monr Francois Sabatier : — 

" It is certain that though there was at first a very great number of Protestants condemned to the 
gallies, the bastinado and other torments have destroyed above three-fourths of them, and the most 
of those who are still alive are in dungeons ; as Messieurs Beausillon, De Seres, and Sabatier, who are 
confined in the dungeon at Chateau D'lf (a fort built on a rock in the sea, three miles from Mar- 
seilles,) but the generous constancy of this last, about eight or ten months ago, deserves a place in 
history, and challenges the admiration of all true Protestants. Monsieur Sabatier, whose charity 
and zeal equals that of the primitive Christians, having a little money, distributed it to his 
brethren and fellow-sufferers in the gallies ; but the Protestants being watched more narrowly 
than the rest, he could not do it so secretly ; he was discovered, and brought before Monsieur 
De Monmort, Intendant of the gallies at Marseilles; being asked, he did not deny the fact. 
Mons r Monmort, not only promised him his pardon but a reward, if he would declare who it 
was that had given him that money. Monsieur Sabatier modestly answered, that he should be 
guilty of ingratitude before God and man, if by any confession he should bring them into trouble 
who had been so charitable to him ; that his person was at his disposal, but he desired to be ex- 
cused, as to the secret expected from him. The Intendant replied, he had a way to make him tell, 
and that immediately ; he then sent for some Turks, who at his command stript Sabatier perfectly 
naked, and beat him with the ends of ropes and with cudgels for three days, at several times ; and, 
seeing this did not prevail over this generous confessor, he himself (which never happened to an In- 
tendant before) turned executioner, striking him with his cane, and exclaiming to the bystanders, ' see 
what a devil of a religion this is.' These were his own expressions, as is credibly reported by per- 
sons, and indeed the gazettes and public letters gave us the same account. At last, seeing he was 
ready to expire, he commanded him into a dungeon, where, in spite of all torments, Providence has 
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preserved him to this day." Mcms r Sabatier was living in 1707. A member of the family, and 
a worthy magistrate of a county, still resides not many miles from the original refuge. We were 
forcibly struck by a happy and appropriate application of the motto of the Sabatiers, " Toujours 
pret.": — from Scotland's illustrious bard we learn that James V. of Scotland graced the shield of 
Sir John Scott, of Thirlestane, with proud armorial distinctions 
" For faith 'mid feudal jars ; 
What time, save Thirlestane alone, 
Of Scotland's stubborn barons none 
Would march to Southern wars ; 
And hence in fair remembrance worn 
Yon sheaf of spears his crest has borne ; 
Hence his high motto stands revealed 
" Ready, aye ready," for the field." 
The gallant knight, with devoted loyalty, was ever ready at his monarch's call to marshal his 
forces in the field under the bannered lion of Scotland, and he reaped an earthly reward. Bnt Fran- 
cois Sabatier armed with the sword of the spirit, and the shield of faith, was ever ready " in stripes, 
in imprisonments, in tumults," with an unshaken constancy and a courage unsubdued, to strive under 
the banner of the gospel in the noble army of martyrs for a higher inheritance, which, unlike earthly 
honors, fadeth not away. 

Among the earliest and chief colonists of Portarlington were Henri Robert D'Ully, Vicomte de 
Laval, his wife Magdeleine de Schelandre, Vicomtesse de Laval, and their family. This nobleman 
claimed descent from Henri Quatre ; and when the storm of persecution which desolated France over- 
took him, he was residing on his estates at his chateau of G-ourlencour, in Picardie, in honour and 
independence. The engraving which accompanies the present article is taken from a drawing of the 
Chateau, in the possession of Mrs. Willis of Portarlington, great grand-daughter of the Vicomte : it 
represents the handsome and picturesque residence of a French nobleman in all its national features, 
as it existed in the 17th century. From this residence he was hurried away in August, 1688, and 
cast into the dungeons of Verneuil. The cruelty of dispersing families, then too common, and con- 
fining the different members in separate prisons, was deeply inflicted on the circle of this nobleman. 
The Vicomtesse was shut up in the prison of Sedan, while her eldest son, a mere youth, who had 
been placed under the care of a kind aunt who admirably fulfilled her trust, was incarcerated in the 
dungeons of Laon, from which he was not liberated until March, 1705, having been separated at 
least ten years from his parents, who were settled in Portarlington so early as 1695. Immediately 
after his liberation by order of the Intendant, he addressed a most affectionate letter to his father, 
dated " Fontaine, 4 March, 1705," assuring both parents of his love "quoique cependant j'en ay ete 
privee des ma plus tendre jeunesse, la nature pourtant m'a assez fait eoncevoir la douleur que les en- 
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fans recoivent d'etre aupres d'un pere et d'uue mere aussi bon et aussi charitable quo vous l'etes 
envers mes cheres freres et sceurs." This kind father and mother had a large family of sons and 
daughters, two of whom were born in the prisons of France. Of the former no less than five were in 
the army in Queen Anne's reign, and these afflicted parents, in addition to the calamities entailed on 
them as the common lot of the noble refugees, (and these seem to have been in their case many and 
excessive,) had yet to endure the deeper and more grievous affliction of losing on the field of battle 
three of their youthful and gallant sons. 

" Thou canst not name one tender tie 

But here dissolved its reliques lie ! 

And now behold the mourner's veil 

Shrouds her thin form and visage pale : 

Or see, how manlier grief suppress'd 

Is labouring in a father's breast." 
The following letter was written to his sister by Louis Fontaine, a younger son of the Vicomte de- 
Laval, called '* Fontaine" from his father's estate of that name in Picardy. Three of his sons were 
present in the action referred to, in which one was killed : — 

" May 26, 1709. 
"Living at Mademoiselle De Grange's, at Dinan in Bretagne. 
" My dear Sister, — Since I saw you last I have endured great hardships. Having sailed for two 
days after our embarkation at Cork, on the third day we encountered a large man-of war with 50 
guns and a mortar, and although we had but 36 cannons we fought the French for some time, until 
we lost a considerable number of men, and among the killed was my poor brother Joseph : he was 
shot with a cannon ball, and poor Mons. De Belte* with a great many more besides. And when the 
French boarded us, they took from us all we had, and brought us into their own ship, and put the 
officers and us into a large room where we lay on deck for three or four nights before we came to 
land. They disembarked us at Brest, where we remained two days ; and while we were there Cap- 
tain Nicolaf gave DavidJ and me an English half-crown, and bid us to be as economical as possible, 
as he had only two for himself and his son, and we were allowed by the King only fivepence a day. 
They then sent us from Brest to Dinan, which is forty leagues distant ; we performed most of the 
journey on foot ; every league is three long miles. We were five days and a half on the journey, and 
David and I have walked 21 miles in a day. Had it not been for some gentlemen that were with 

* A Portarlington refugee. 

t From Portarlington. He served throughout the wars of Queen Anne. He married in France the daughter of 
Colonel Paravicini, by whom he had seven sons and three daughters, but fearing a lettre de cachet would place the 
latter in a convent, he sent them to their relatives in Portarlington. 

J'This brother was only in his fourteenth year. 
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us, we should never have been able to make the journey, for our officer was not with us, and did not 
know we were gone until after our departure. When we arrived at Dinan they put us into the 
castle, and there we lay on the. ground on straw. Then next day they allowed us to go into the 
town, where they gave us a lodging for fourpenco a night, and agreed to dress our food. Excuse me 
to my father and mother, for I was unwilling to inform them of this bad news, and pray, dear sister, 
give my brother's and my duty to my father and mother, and assure them that we are both well, and 
wish to be with them ; and give our regards to my sisters, and to all who enquire for us, whom it 
would be too long to name. 

" Your loving brother till death, 

" Louis Fontaine." 
Among several interesting relics yet remaining in the possession of the lady already referred 
to as the descendant of the Vicomte, is a long and interesting address from that nobleman to his 
children whose escape had been effected, dated "De Guize, le 2 Avril, 1689," being then imprisoned 
there. In the commencement he tells them his letter will inform them of his miserable condition ; 
he alludes to " the wretched imprisonment" of their cousins De Lussi in a convent at Soissons. The 
captive father then proceeds affectionately to address his youthful family, in a strain of morality and 
evincing that comprehensive knowledge of Scripture and readiness in controversy by which the re- 
fugees of the gentilitial classes were so remarkably distinguished ; the fruits of the superior education 
acquired at the excellent schools established in such numbers by the Huguenots at La Rochelle and 
elsewhere throughout France, and the revival of which imparted such academic fame to their future set- 
tlements, and signally distinguished in this respect the town of Portarlington. This letter of the 
Vicomte also shows that his mind was deeply imbued with a spirit truly Christian. Passing from 
this the writer proceeds thus to describe to his children the prison-life of their parents, the trying 
scenes they had passed through, and the miseries they had experienced, the most distressing of which 
appears to have been the barbarous and unmanly cruelty of holding the Vicomtesse a prisoner on 
two interesting occasions. He then proceeds as follows : — ■ 

" My dear children, as I spoke to you at the commencement of this letter of my captivity, I told you that it con- 
tinued still with great inconveniences, really insupportable, to the extent that I had lost all hope of ever seeing you 
again, of which my persecutors wished to convince me, unless I made you return, assuring me that this was the 
only means to restore me to liberty ; but God was merciful to me (notwithstanding the torments they inflicted on 
me) to enable me to refuse them a condition so cruel and prejudicial to your eternal salvation. You were too happy 
in leaving such a sink of vice that I should consent by a cowardice unworthy of the name and profession of a Chris- 
tian, and of a Christian enlightened by the divine mercy through the Holy Gospel, to plunge you into it again. You 
know that I was arrested by the police of Soissons, the 17th of the month of August, and conducted into the prisons 
of Verneuil, and this was for being accused, as was formerly St. Paul, for the hope of Israel ; that is to say, for hold- 
ing the name of God in the purity and the simplicity that it pleased him to reveal to us in his word, a crime which 
they esteem at present in France the most fearful, and that they visit with punishment the most severe ; this was 
the reason that I was so strictly guarded in a place most disagreeable and inconvenient, and in which I was nearly 
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smothered by different kinds of animals, and where there was not even room to arrange a bed. I was not there long 
before I fell ill ; it was there that I beheld myself abandoned by all the world ; I heard from my friends, for it was 
not permitted to them to see me : but those who presented themselves for the purpose of annoying me had all license 
for doing so, and of such people there were only too many to be found. Even your poor mother saw me but rarely, 
and with the greatest difficulty, which obliged her, though very inconvenient from the approach of her accouche- 
ment, to make a journey to Soissons, to try and obtain from our Intendant the favour to be allowed to take care of 
me in my illness, and to afford me some kind of liberty, fearing that I could not survive any length of time in so 
miserable a place, and even offering herself to remain in prison in my place for some time ; but they were inexorable 
to her prayers, and she returned without having obtained anything. You can imagine what was her sorrow and 
grief: however, the good God who always paternally chastises his children, and who never strikes them with one 
hand that he does not raise them up with the other, bestowed on me the strength and vigour to vanquish that illness 
notwithstanding the hardships I had to bear. Thus, at the end of 12 days I found myself a little better, which made 
her resolve to take a secret journey into her country, to receive some arrears that her father-in-law owed us, the 
term of payment being past ; and this is what has been partly the cause of all my sufferings, and that we have 
so long deferred following you : for as he wished for nothing so much as that some obstacle should present itself to 
prevent him from paying this money, he judged the authority which I had given to your mother to receive that sum, 
because it had been drawn up in the prison, was not sufficient, and that a man in the situation in which I was, 
could not legally negotiate or authorise it ; which obliged her thus to make a useless journey ; and, to fill the measure 
of her misfortunes, she found on her return that they had transferred me from the prisons of Verneuil to those of 
Guise, They thought it was not yet bad enough there. To effect this the police of Laon had orders to come and re- 
move me on the 27th of Sept., and to conduct me to Guise. I was not quite recovered from illness ; however, I had 
to travel, and they tied me with many cords on a horse. The officer who commanded the escort, an upright man, 
and who had formerly conducted me to the prison of Sedan, for the same cause of my religion, observed that he was 
touched with my condition, and assured me that they only transferred me that I might be better ; but I well ex- 
perienced to the contrary. He excused himself for the cruel and inhuman manner in which they treated me, mak- 
ing me understand how express his orders were, and to what extent he was forced to obey them ; and as to me he 
esteemed me too happy in suffering for the profession of the truth. All the population of the town came out into 
the streets to see me ; it was not that they had not seen me many times in a similar condition, but not tied and 
bound with cords, as I now was. I was visited by many melancholy thoughts during the journey, but never had 
anything so much afflicted me as on arriving at Guise to see a mob excited against me (who could do me no evil 
because they were prevented) and heaping on me a thousand atrocious insults. I remembered that the Saviour of 
the world replied not to such outrages, and I had the honour to imitate him in that respect ; nevertheless this heart, 
little regenerated, was with difficulty prevented from showing its resentment. How often did I ardently ask of 
God to support me patiently under this insult ; and then the words of the prophet David, in Psalm 69, came to my 
mind, where he says,—" For they persecute him whom thou has smitten ; and they talk, to the grief of those whom 
thou hast wounded." This passage of Scripture for a long time occupied my thoughts, finding that it exactly 
suited my case. They lodged me in the most frightful part of the tower, so far removed from the business of the 
world that I neither saw nor heard any thing but the gaoler, who came a moment each day to see what 1 was doing. 
I was two days and two nights without knowing if I was dead or alive, and consequently without dreaming of taking 
any nourishment : so much was I penetrated with grief and agony, and so extraordinary was my depression, that I 
could not even address God, nor invoke him but by interrupted and unconnected prayers ; the end of the 70th 
Psalm was continually on my lips, saying with the author—" But I am poor and needy ; make haste to me, Oh God ! 
Thou art my help, my deliverer ; Oh Lord ! make no tarrying." Reflecting upon these words I pictured to myself, 
that my trials were similar to those of the Prophet when he pronounced them, which gave me Borne consolation ; but 
when I reflected that instead of lodging me better than when at Verneuil— as the officer who conducted me made 
YOL. nr, G 2 
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me hope— on the contrary, they treated me with such rigour and inhumanity, it came into my head that they 
wished to make me serve as an example in the province, aud the image of death continually presented itself before 
me, which made me exclaim with the same Prophet, as in the 77th Psalm. It was from what I said in that hour 
that God came to my assistance, or I should have died 

It was then I knew my weakness, and how little I was disposed to be a martyr, and on this subject I earnestly 
implored divine assistance to aid me, entreating that He would be pleased to accord me strength and courage to do 
nothing unworthy of the profession of a reformed Christian, of which I had the honour to experience the light ; but 
God had not reserved for me a part so glorious as to seal His truth with my blood ; of which I became aware in seven 
or eight days after, by the arrival of the Intendant at Guise, who I knew was favourable to me. However, your 
mother, the day after her return to Verneuil, set out again to see me, and God willed that her journey was so apro- 
pos that she only preceded the Intendant two or three hours, during which she could only see me for a moment, 
notwithstanding any intercession she could make for that purpose ; and even then only in the presence of a serjeant 
and four soldiers of the garrison, who attended her like her shadow. She had a number of particulars to relate to 
me respecting the journey she had just made in her country, but it was impossible for her to impart them to me, and I 
could draw nothing from her except sighs and tears, which she poured forth in abundance ; after which her escort 
dragged her away against her will, for the poor creature would have taken it as a great favour if they had detained 
her as a prisoner along with myself. I was affected by her visit much more deeply than I had been hitherto, and I 
should have wished very much not to have seen her ; yet, when the Intendant arrived, she besought him with so 
much determination, that he was compelled to yield to her importunity ; so much so that he not only permitted her 
to see me, but even to remain with me, and that too in a place a little less dreadful than that in which I had been, 
which they made me leave at once : but I believe that this change, so unexpected and so agreeable for me that I re- 
garded it as an interposition of heaven, was rather the effect of necessity than the result of any kind disposition they 
might have felt towards me. I seemed to have entered another world when I found myself in her society, and out of 
that detestable place. All my unhappiness now was for my poor wife, who every moment expected her accouchement ; 
she would willingly have been a captive for my sake, courageously despising all the inconveniencies which she would 
meet with in a place where she would have nothing but solitude ; this was one great cause of sorrow— although 
this was not the first time that by divine permission she was placed in a similar position, only more inconvenient : 
in fact, you know that two years ago her accouchement took place in the prison of Sedan, having dragged her 
from her bed, (which from illness she had not left for six months) to bring her there ; by the goodness of God 
she has again, at the end of three weeks, notwithstanding all these miseries and calamities, brought into the world 
a fine boy, by which means the number of your brothers is again augmented. However, after being in prison seven 
months, they thought themselves obliged to bring forward my trial, and for that purpose, on the last of January, the 
police of Soissons brought me to the prison of Laon, to which place the Intendant arranged that the witnesses with 
the President should go ; and with all these forms it was on the 27th of March that, having confronted me with the 
witnesses, who had not much to say against me, and having been kept before the bar for more than two hours, to ren- 
der an account of my faith and of that of which I was accused, and particularly jour flight, which they positively 
wished me to remedy by your return, although I had always borne witness that it was not in my power to do so ; 
they showed an order of council which commanded the Intendant to treat me with all the rigour of the law.— 
God gave me grace to reply to all their questions according to the promptings of my conscience, and boldly to con- 
fess the truth that we had at one time so feebly defended : but it has now pleased Him to show His strength in my 
weakness, for in myself and in my flesh I recognise nothing but weakness. However, it was ordered, in expiation of 
my pretended crimes, that I was still to remain in prison for six months ; a judgment which they considered very 
favourable, and which I attribute to prayer to God on that and on ordinary occasions. I am much indebted to 
Mons. and Ma dll «- de Lussi who were most kind to me, and whom I shall remember with gratitude all my life. At 
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present I haw mow license fop writing than ever. May it please God to preserve as to the end of this persecution 
toshieldus from the storm and the tempest, and to conduct us by His goodness to the haven of salvXn. 




(loumijcotj, 
Situated near Laon, in Picardy, the seat of the Viscorate De Laval. 



The Huguenot token represented in the engraving (full size) was brought from France by the 
V 18 comte De Laval ; it is of hard wood, and has much tho size and appearance of a chessman The 
inouldrngsof the head, however, are so delicately delineated by the lathe, as to give, when opposed 
to the light, an accurate contour of the classic features of Louis XIV. Tokens of this kind were used 
by the Protestants of France as symbols of recognition ; whence probably those commemorative of 
.Napoleon I. had their origin. 




HOOOBNOT TOKEN. 



